
Trade Mission to 
Hungary & Poland

May 8-12, 2023 

The Ohio Pennsylvania Stateline Export Initiative is inviting companies to join on a 
trade mission to Hungary and Poland scheduled for May 8-12, 2023. 

 
Within the next few months, we are going to provide sector briefings from the PA 

Central Europe authorized trade office to help companies understand opportunities 
in respective markets. 

Poland Opportunities

Chemical Industry
Poland boasts one of the largest chemical sectors in Central and Eastern Europe. 70% of 
chemical industry revenues are generated by saturating needs of other industries such as 
machinery, automotive, electrical, electronic, and paper industries as well as agriculture. The 
leading sub-sectors include petrochemicals, plastics, fertilizers, and construction chemicals. 

Close to 13,000 companies employ over 320,000 people. The production of chemicals and 
chemical products, including manufacture of coke and refined petroleum products, 
pharmaceuticals, rubber, and plastics, accounted for 15.5% of industrial production in 2020. 

Outdated technologies are being replaced with modern equipment. Local companies have 
been catching up with their global competitors and trends through large-scale investments.

The pharmaceutical sector, now accounting for 1% of GDP (employing 100,000 people), has 
been the innovation driver in Poland. It is one of the fastest growing sectors, especially in 
terms of R&D spending (recording the highest R&D expenditure of all CEE countries). 
Multiple leading global biopharmaceutical companies, such as Pfizer, Astra Zeneca, or Roche
have set up their branches/research centers in Poland.

ICT & Business Services
The IT industry accounts for 8% of Poland’s GDP, employing over 430,000 people in 
50,000 companies.

The business services sector has been developing dynamically; there are 1,300 shared 
services centers (70% of all such centers located in CEE) employing 300,000 people. 
Poland boasts a large well-educated talent pool, with 62,000 graduates in Business and 
Administration and 17,000 in IT each year. 

Several IT hubs are spread across the country, located in the large cities of Warsaw, Krakow, 
and Wroclaw. Many multinational companies such as Oracle, Google, Microsoft, or Intel have 
located their R&D centers in the country. 

More than 470 companies employing over 12,100 people are active in the gaming industry. 
These are mainly small and independent studios with often no more than a dozen people 
each; only ten Polish producers have teams of over 200 people. Exports generate 95% of 
this segment’s revenues.

Poland has become a cloud hub of Central and Eastern Europe. Google was the first to 
launch a new cloud data hub in Warsaw in 2021. It was shortly followed by Microsoft’s new 
data center and Gaia-X cloud system (an EU-supported technology project to be a 
European counterbalance to global cloud platforms).
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